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The knife Credit Man gave 


me this knife last summer and 

warned me that | would be in 
trouble this year. | never fold 
anyone about if. Over time, 

his vision has come true. | was 

lucky that the madness 

sweeping the world left me 

alone. Buf, | worry, how much 

longer? 
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Life is miserable these days 
and | feel like I'm being left 
behind. Nobody came over 
and | wasnt allowed fo travel 
because my social credit 
score was too low. 
Sometimes, | want To climb To 
the roof and scream that I'm 
important Too. 
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My neighbor jumped out of her 
window today. Very sad. We 
were saddened fo learn of her 
death. They locked her door, her 
cat died during the lockdown 
and she never recovered, her 
friend said, before adding that 
perhaps it was a blessing 
because she could no longer live 
alone in the modern age. 
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The guy down the hall said 


he'd gotten a weird email 
claiming to be a beautiful 
Baywatch Women but was a 
weird drawing that the 
government said was a new 
American virus called Zombie 
Art Samples. 
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On a high mountain 


shrouded in clouds and mist 
in the Yuan Dynasty, lived a 
true Taoist monk who had 
been exiled for a long time. 
One day, he fell down and 
couldnt move; when his 
brothers rushed to help him, 
they found him dead. 
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Somehow, the old monk didn't 
get the memo in his head, so he 
was unaware of his own death, 
but it did feel strange when his 
spirit hovered over the Henan 
Area when he was shot down by 
the PLA. The Air Defense Agency 
mistook him for a spy balloon sent 
by those evil Americans. 
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He thinks it's a shame because his 
family lives there. He could feel 
himself falling back to the ground. 
On the way down the mountain, 
he caught a glimpse of his old 
uncle, who had been dead for 
many years, with an old- 
fashioned PLA rifle to shoot 
rabbits. They waved at each 
other, and he remembers yelling 
‘| Thought you were dead?" His 
uncle nodded and said, “And, 
you Too!" 
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Such accounts are not new these 
days and are very frequent. Many 
have claimed to have had similar 
experiences, although these 
usually revolve around private jets 
and wholesale carbon credits. 
And, like most stories about 
second chances, the monk of 
truth wakes up fo find himself 
resting on a woven cushion that 
serves as a Zen bed In his 
mountainside cabin. 
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He doesnt understand why he's 
here and not in a posh 
government hospital (the one 
with the piano in the hall). It took 
him a while to figure it out when 
he was exiled as his society score 
dropped fo an epic minus 35,000 
points; they canceled his health 
insurance and he couldnt attord 
the high cost of private health 
insurance. 
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Later, he got a call trom an NHS 
girl telling him about their new 
health care plan “the right fo die." 
This is a plan to make the sick and 
elderly commit suicide instead of 
continuing to provide expensive 
medical care by the government. 
Saved them a lot of money, that's 
for sure. She seemed excited 
about the project until he asked, 
‘If it's So good, why don't you take 
advantage of this project 
yourself?" 
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He thought if was a fair question 
and explained that his dad had 
taught him that ‘it's immoral to 
promote a product that you don't 
really use...” The girl got mad at his 
rudeness and fold him this Is a 
capital crime to make fun of the 
government or her (because she's 
a senior government clerk), she 
added before hanging up. 
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Only on rare occasions has he 
been caught not reacting 
intelligently to such an abuse of 
power, like this girl. That's why his 
social credit score is so low. 

It was his Quick wit and sharp 
tongue that led fo his exile. 
That's not how It started. 

He embraced the sport of falling 
after witnessing the tragic death 
of his father. 
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| keep hearing that you 
worry about my happiness 
but all you give me Is 
conscience and | think if 
| were IN your position 
| wouldnt worry. 
I'm happy when you and 
your friends worry about me. 
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Counting the tlowers on the 
walloaper in my room doesn't 
bother me. A deck of fifty- 
one cards was played until 
dawn. Smoking and 
watching Doujin videos. 
Now dont fell me | have 
nothing to do. 
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Last night, | wore a tuxedo 


and pretended | was in town. 
As long as | can still dream, 
it's hard to slow me down. 
So please dont mind me, 
I'm really fine. 
You can always find me here 
and have a great time. 
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Nice to meet you. | must go now. 
| know | look bad, my eyes arent 
used To the light, my shoes aren't 
used To the hard concrete 
sidewalk. 
So | have to go back to my room 
and smoke and watch WeChat 
videos while Counting the flowers 
on the walloaper fo make my day 
complete. 
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Why does the sun keep shining? 
Why does the sea wash up on the 
shoreg Why do birds keep singing? 
Why do stars shine on it¢ Why Is my 
heart still beatingg Why are these 
eyes watering? "Don't you know It's 

the end of the world?’ | yelled 
when you sent me a singing 
telegram saying you didn't love me 
anymore. 
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Hot town, summer in the city. 
The back of my neck got dirty 
and hard. Isn't it a pity to be 
Unlucky¢ Is there a Cool 
shadow in the city? 

All around me, people walked 
the sidewalk looking half- 
dead, hotter than 
matchheadas. 
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But at night, its a different 
world. Go out and find a girl. 
Come on, come on, dance 

the night away. 
Everything will be fine despite 
the heat. You know It's a pity 
that days cant be like summer 
nights, in the city. 
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In the seedy old quarters of 
this sunless, smogay city, | was 
told that it was no use trying to 

succeed. My girlfriend Is so 

young and beautiful, and 
| know one thing Is true, we're 
going to die before time is up. 
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I'm sitting here watching my 
father lay in bed and die. 
| saw that his hair was gray. 
He worked and enslaved his 
life in a pointless job to be a 
good corporate guy only to 
have da nervous breakdown 
and the desire fo lie here and 
die. 


Havana [IV 


KSEE 1960 (CHER 
"FIOM a", EK 
AR “WORX Ee BUSA EE 
las, Fllwans FMB 
Fz. " FeFQFRHYSCARAT : 
"RARE, FeAlrRera BUA 
ie 
The radio played an old song 
from the 1960s, “We've got fo 
get out of this place,’ and 
| said out loud, ‘If this is the last 
thing we'll ever do, we've got 
to get out of this place.’ 
| turned to my girlfriend and 
said, Because girl, | have a 
better life with you.” 
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She pulled away and walked out 
the door. Later she called and | 
tried to ask her ‘Do you understand 
me now? Sometimes, | feel like I'm 
q little bit mad that | can only talk 
to you on the phone. ‘Don't you 
know that no one Is always an 
angel when things go wrong? 
seems like I'm always the bad guy, 
but I'm just a soul with good 
Intentions. | murmured into the 
ohone, Lord, please dont get me 
wrong. 
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| try fo remind her of those 


times when we were caretree, 
so happy that we couldnt 
hide it, if seemed like all | had 
to do was worry and | knew 
she would be there for me. 
| asked her ‘ls if So easy To 
forget¢ Being a kind person, 
| asked how she could pretend 
we didnt know each other? 
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Her voice was hoarse, fighting 


back tears, and it was clear 
from her voice that she 
seemed edgy when | asked 
her ‘why is she pushing all the 
world's problems on me? 
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| get it! The world has its problems, 


but | also have mine. | reminded 
her that one of the things we 
swore never fo do was put the 
world between US. 

We do this because we once 
swore To love each other Till the 
end of time. 

‘I'm just a good soul, Lord, please 
dont get me wrong.. 
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Some sins are irreparable and 


all we can do 1s leave them to 
God to decide. 
Some people never change 
their bad habits. 

You cannot pity them. 
They don't share that pity with 
new victims. 

Just a random thought 
from a park bench. 
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Cousin Chen is not the 
smartest student, but his 


father 1s quite important 1n the 
local area, so it 1s not 
surprising that his father can 
find him a position in the local 
covernment. 
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Cousin Chen has been working 
hard in a windowless office 
under the shadow of his 
famous father for many years, 
which shows how much he 
hates all this. He dreams of 
living a free life. 

He wants to be his own man, 

not his father's son. 
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Cousin Chen has traveled 
across the ocean many times 1n 
search of freedom, but every 
time he was sent back to his 
hometown, to his father. 
Even in his free state, his 
father wields a great deal of 
power. "It's hopeless" he cried 
and started drinking. 
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I was absolutely amazed when 


my cousin's girlfriend jumped 
to her death from the window 
of her apartment last week. 
Most people don't know 
because they are very cautious 
and his father would never 


approve. 
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What surprised me the most 
was that the evening news said 
that cousin Chen shot his 
father with his army pistol, 
then went to his dead 
cirlfriend's apartment, wrote 
his confession on WeChat, and 
then from the same window 
Jumped to his death. 
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Do you remember that really 
cute factory girl who left her 


hometown to make a living in 
the city, only to end up 
working 12 hour shifts ina 
garment factory? 
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Her boss is a bad old man who 
forces her to be his mistress. 
She photographed him in her 

apartment yesterday and 
posted it on WeChat. 
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Remember that evil old man in 
the garment factory? 

Did you see him found dead in 
his car by the river this 
morning? 

Many wondered whether he 
committed suicide or whether 
his dutiful wife committed 
suicide. 
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I saw a job advertisement in a 
garment factory and wanted to 
apply. 

When I got there, the line 
circled the building several 
times. 

These times are so hopeless, so 
many people are without work. 
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It is frustrating to see many 
people working only a few jobs. 
I stopped at the Army 
Recruiting Center, however, 
they said they already had too 
many applicants and they told 
me to go get a motorcycle 
because you can deliver food 
pretty well. 
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Army recruiters mean no 
harm, just want to help those 


who are desperate. 

I told him I had degrees from 
several good universities. 
He shook his head and said 
that everyone has several 
degrees now. 
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I felt sorry for my plight, and 
when I got home, I said, "Mom, 
please help me!" Mom frowned 

and said, "You should learn a 

better trade, like plumbing." 
However, her cousin's son had 

just passed away, and there 
was another vacancy in the 
office of the magistrate. 
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In Search of the American Dream 
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Kindle Edition 
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Kindle Edition 
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Available instantly 
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Available instantly 
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Kindle Edition 
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Kindle Edition 

£90.00 unlimited 

Free with Kindle Unlimited membership Learn More 
Available instantly 
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Lay Down: | Read the News Today (English Edition) 
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Kindle Edition 
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